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In planning a funeral Mass, you are invited to select one reading from each of the following categories; Old
Testament, Psalm, New Testament, and Gospel.  A priest or deacon always reads the Gospel. The responsorial
psalm is generally sung; you may discuss this selection with the organist, Alberta Sugg.   You should select
readers for the Old and New Testament readings, as well as the intercessory prayers.  If you prefer not to select
your own readers, please notify the priest and he will advise the Arimatheans to do the readings.  This package
contains suggested readings, in each of the categories, for a funeral Mass.
      In addition, there you will need to select six intercessory prayers from the list on the last page, or you may
write some of your own.

After reviewing these readings, use the guide below to identify your selections and readers:

1. Old Testament ( page B)

  Scripture Reference: __________________

Reader:_____________________________________________

2. Psalm (customarily sung by Cantor or select from page B-2, if recited only)

         Psalm Reference ______________

3. New Testament (page C)

         Scripture Reference _________________

Reader:_______________________________________________

4. Gospel (page D)

         Scripture Reference  _________________

5.   Intercessions - prayers of the faithful (page E): check selected prayers

         Reader _______________________________________________________________

We encourage participation in the Liturgy in the following:

Gift Bearers: (family, children, etc.)

1. ___________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________

4. ____________________________________________________

Please note:
In order to acknowledge the personal life of the deceased, we ask that a biographical summary of his or her
life be written out and presented to the priest so that he may make his homily more personal.

This sheet (Page A) should be given to the priest no later than at the Wake.

Eulogy: Many families prefer that no eulogy be added to the Sacred Liturgy and the Church concurs in
discouraging them.  Archdiocesan guidelines suggest that if the family desires a eulogy, that only one
presentation be made.  If a friend or family member wishes to speak, we suggest it always be written out and be
no longer than three minutes in length. This would occur after Communion.

Concerning Memorial Gifts: Often the family of the deceased will inquire about setting up a fund to honor the
memory of their loved one.  May we suggest for your consideration, St. Patrick’s School Campaign as the
recipient for such memorials.
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